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authorities that while political trials are pending, the avenues
and approaches, by which the ministers of justice must pass,
should be eifectually guarded. The effect of a deed like this
is always serious in India, and instantly suggests a repetition
of assassination to the thoughts of the evil-minded, IsTo out-
break, however, occurred, or other immediate sequel to this
grave event.

In the "following January (1872) Lord Mayo proceeded to
inspect the convict settlement at Port Blair of the Andaman
Islands in the Bay of Bengal. The superintendent of the
settlement was General Stewart (now Sir Donald Stewart, Com-
mander-in-CMef of the army in India), who took every pre-
caution for the safety of the Viceroy during the inspection.
Guarded vigilantly at every step and turn, Lord Mayo safely
completed his inspection exactly according to the official pro-
gramme, comparatively early in the afternoon. Finding that
there were two hours and more to spare, he suddenly decided to
ascend a hill close by, though this ascent was not in the
day's programme, and consequently no special arrangements
for guarding him had been completed beforehand on that
particular line. As he ascended and descended the hill, his
course was dogged in the shadow of the surrounding forest by a
ticket-of-leave man, who had previously resolved on seizing any
opportunity for assassination which presented itself. He was
still so surrounded by guards fliat no chance occurred for strik-
ing a blow. He had returned at dusk by torch-light to within a
few yards of the steam-launch which was to convey Mm on
board his ship, a man-of-war. Just at the last he walked very
quickly a step or two a-head of his staff; at that moment, but
not till that moment, the looked-for chance offered itself to
the assassin, who instantly rushed forward, sprung like a tiger
on his back, and stabbed him fatally in the chest. The man
was a Muhammadan of the hills near Peshawur, who had seve-
ral years previously been sentenced to transportation for com-
plicity in a murder; he declared to the last that the thought
of assassinating the Viceroy had sprung only from fanatical
bravado and from a feeling of revenge against the Government
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